
The Children of Israel kill each other in Repentance



    

        

            


            

This was the repentance required from the Children of Israel for worshipping the calf. Commenting on Allah's statement; 

            ?HN%P0R BN'DN EOH3NI DPBNHREPGP JN@BNHREP %PFQNCOER 8NDNER*OER #NFAO3NCOER
(P'*QP.N'0PCOEO 'DR9P,RDN> 

            

(And (remember) when Musa said to his people: "O my people! Verily, you have wronged yourselves by worshipping the
calf...), Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "When their hearts thought of worshipping the calf, 

            ?HNDNEQN' 3OBP7N ANI #NJR/PJGPER HN1N#NHR'R #NFQNGOER BN/R 6NDQOH'R BN'DOH'R DN&PF
DQNER JN1R-NERFN' 1N(QOFN' HNJN:RAP1R DNFN'> 

            

(And when they regretted and saw that they had gone astray, they (repented and) said: "If our Lord does not have mercy
upon us and forgive us'') (7:149). This is when Musa said to them, 

            ?JN@BNHREP %PFQNCOER 8NDNER*OER #NFAO3NCOER (P'*QP.N'0PCOEO 'DR9P,RDN> 

            

(O my people! Verily, you have wronged yourselves by worshipping the calf...).'' Abu `Al-`Aliyah, Sa`id bin Jubayr and Ar-
Rabi` bin Anas commented on, 

            ?AN*OH(OH'R %PDNI (N'1P&PCOER> 

            

(So turn in repentance to your Bari') that it means, "To your Creator.'' Allah's statement, 

            ?%PDNI (N'1P&PCOER> 

            

(to your Bari' (Creator)) alerts the Children of Israel to the enormity of their error and means, "Repent to He Who created
you after you associated others with Him in worship.'' 

            

An-Nasa'i, Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded Ibn `Abbas saying, "Allah told the Children of Israel that their repentance
would be to slay by the sword every person they meet, be he father or son. They should not care whom they kill. Those
were guilty whom Musa and Harun were not aware of their guilt, they admitted their sin and did as they were ordered. So
Allah forgave both the killer and the one killed.'' This is part of the Hadith about the trials that we will mention in Surat Ta
Ha, (20) Allah willing. 

            

Ibn Jarir narrated that Ibn `Abbas said, "Musa said to his people, 

            ?AN*OH(OH'R %PDNI (N'1P&PCOER AN'BR*ODOH'R #NFAO3NCOER 0NDPCOER .NJR1L DQNCOER
9PF/N (N'1P&PCOER AN*N'(N 9NDNJRCOER %PFQNGO GOHN 'D*QNHQN'(O 'D1QN-PJEO> 

            

("So turn in repentance to your Creator and kill each other (the innocent kill the wrongdoers among you), that will be
better for you with your Creator.'' Then He accepted your repentance. Truly, He is the One Who accepts repentance, the
Most Merciful.) 

            

Allah ordered Musa to command his people to kill each other. He ordered those who worshipped the calf to sit down and
those who did not worship the calf to stand holding knives in their hands. When they started killing them, a great
darkness suddenly overcame them. After the darkness lifted, they had killed seventy thousand of them. Those who were
killed among them were forgiven, and those who remained alive were also forgiven.'' p 

            ?HN%P0R BODR*OER JN@EOH3NI DNF FQO$REPFN DNCN -N*QNI FN1NI 'DDQNGN ,NGR1N)K
AN#N.N0N*RCOEO 'D5QN@9PBN)O HN#NF*OER *NF8O1OHFN - +OEQN (N9N+RFN@COE EQPF (N9R/P
ENHR*PCOER DN9NDQNCOER *N4RCO1OHFN > 
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(55. And (remember) when you said: "O Musa! We shall never believe in you until we see Allah plainly.'' But you were
seized with a bolt of lightning while you were looking). (56.Then We raised you up after your death, so that you might be
grateful.) 
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